
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite us 
into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In the Kingdom” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “Choose,” is number 31 the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s 
service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:        Palm Sunday 
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship 
  5:00 p.m.    Growth Groups
  5:00 p.m.    Youth
  5:00 p.m.    Kids For Christ
  7:00 p.m.    College Ministry

In Depth: Sunday 
School classes are 
offered at 10:05 a.m. 
for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson 
Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail 
to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
  7:00 p.m.       Boy Scouts in FH
Tuesday:        
  6:00 p.m.      Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
  5:45 p.m.      Growth Groups
  7:00 p.m.      Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

Children’s Ministry: Summer Nursery Workers Needed

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

    Do you love kids and Jesus? 
    Do you need a little extra income? If so, we need 
your help! We are in need of people who can help 
us with children’s ministry during the summer 
months in the Sunday morning service. 
  We need help with the infants and preschoolers.  
This can be a paid position, or if you’d like to 
volunteer and could commit to at least one Sunday 
a month, that is great too! 
     We think when loving adults are engaged with 
the kids at church, it helps them on their faith 
journey. 
  We want church to be a positive experience for 
every child, and working with kids is guaranteed 
to make you smile! Please email, text or call me at 
660-5529 or children@aldersgteabilee.org if you 
are interested in helping with this ministry. 
                                                           — Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry: Hello Aldersgate Family

College Ministry: Apprentice Series Update

    My name is Heide Forrister, and I have recently been given the 
opportunity to serve this church as one of the youth group interns. I 
am currently a junior at Abilene Christian University and am studying 
Youth and Family Ministry.
    I have four siblings, two older brothers, a younger brother and a 
sister. I grew up in Llano, Texas, home of friendly people and darn good 
barbecue! My favorite band is Judah and the Lion or Drew Holcomb and 
the Neighbors. Some of my hobbies include reading, writing, playing 
tennis, hiking and swimming.         
    My favorite verse in the Bible is 1 John 3:18, “Little children, let us love 
not in word or talk, but in deed and truth.” I hope to apply this scripture 
to every aspect of my life as I try to reflect Christ’s love. After I graduate from ACU I plan to intern for the 
Methodist church in Costa Rica for two years before I come back to the states and finish my education.
   I feel that my purpose/calling in the Aldersgate ministry is to build authentic relationships with students. 
I feel especially called to walk alongside these students as we continue a relationship with Christ. Thank you 
so much for allowing me the opportunity to serve this church. — Heide Forrister

   Every Thursday night, a small group of students meets together  to 
discuss a chapter of the book The Good and Beautiful Life by James 
Bryan Smith. This book has challenged our group by confronting 
our narratives with those that Jesus taught in the Sermon on the 
Mount. We also have been challenged to practice some of these true 
narratives through various spiritual exercises each week. It is hard 
to make sure that we create space and time in our lives to practice 
these exercises, but it is so important that we do so that we might 
experience these true narratives. 
   Have you ever noticed that we often know right from wrong or 
when there is a better option and yet disregard it? Until we desire to 
live into the right decision or better option, we may never actually 
choose it. This is the concept behind the exercises: to challenge us to 
experience God’s narratives as true and good for us and others, so 
that we may continue to choose the good and beautiful life that God 
offers in following Jesus. 
  I am so thankful for the opportunity to play a part in leading this 
group of college students and watching them grow in their faith and 
in their relationships with one another. Grace and Peace!
                                                                                              — Kyle Watson



ALIVE in the Kingdom: “Choose”
Matthew 7: 13-29

Sermon Notes
Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

AMAZED…Things that make you say, “WOW!”

Beyond interest, intrigue, and insurance…

to hearing and doing and Choosing LIFE. 

- Gates and Roads

- Trees and Bushes

- Near and Far

- Sand and Rock

Choosing Wisely…A matter of LIFE and death!

I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may 
live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your 
life.                                                                                                                                    From Deuteronomy 30:19-20



  Aldersgate Academy Update: Just wanted to Share
  My heart is Rejoicing! 
  Again today, my sweet, sweet Jake began singing praise 
and worship music out of the blue.
   I heard this from the next room other room: Step by 
step, you lead me, and I will learn to walk in your ways. 
  This song of one of my old favorites that I haven't 
thought of in years.  
   And he talks about Jesus being his friend lately, too! 
    Thank you for loving on our kids and for teaching them 
ways that draw them nearer to Christ! 
    There is simply nothing more important than that!
    Saying,  “thank you” will never be enough for loving on 
our kids like you all do! 
   It's so wonderful knowing that their days at school 
reinforce what we teach at home! 
   I pray blessings for each and every one of the teachers, 
staff, directors of  the Academy.
   To the left is Jake’s I- will- seek- you- in- the- morning 
face.
                                     —Jessica Morrow, Academy Parent



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (3.22.2015)

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $ 14,235.50
Received Month-to-Date = $73,601.97
Received Year-to-Date = $191,631.59
2015 Faith Promise Pledge =$41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $12,979.48

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob and Margie Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service=216
1:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service=185

Total Worship Service Attendance = 401                                        
 Sunday school=174

The Oaks =21

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Aldersgate Alive is almost here. It will be time again to step out of the pew and 
be the hands and feet of Jesus. Put the date on your calendar now. 
April 12, 2015 will be an exciting day for everyone. We will deliver 600 bags 
of groceries to families of our community. Afterwards, we will meet in the  
Fellowship Hall for a wonderful meal, prepared by loving hands. Grace and 
Peace

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

              In The Word                                                                                                     
                                                    Pastor Steve                    

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:         Matthew 7: 13-29                                       
Monday:     Deuteronomy 11: 1-32  
Tuesday:     Deuteronomy 30: 1-20  
Wednesday:  Matthew 5: 1-16           
Thursday       Matthew 5: 17-48                                   
Friday:           Matthew 6: 1-18
Saturday:       Matthew 6: 19-7:12   
                                 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:       Isa 31-34    
Monday:        Isa 35-36     
Tuesday:      Isa 37-39, Ps 76   
Wednesday:  Isa 40-43
Thursday:      Isa 44-48        
Friday:            2 Kgs 18: 9-19:37, Ps 46, Ps 80                                    
      Ps 135                
Saturday:       Isa 49-53            
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 

 me will find it.”
                                                                                                      Matthew 16:24-25

     Have you ever heard someone who is dealing with health challenges say 
with resignation, “Well, this is just my cross to bear?”  (Insert siren sound 
here.)  False narrative alert!  Can you imagine Jesus telling any of the people 
who cried out to him for healing say, “That sickness of yours is your cross to 
bear. Now quit whining, and take it up?”  Jesus simply does not respond in 
this way. Instead he heals, restores and regularly asks people what they want 
him to do for them.
     So what does Jesus really mean when he invites us to take up our cross?      
    Today marks the beginning of Holy or Passion Week. This week before 
Easter is the time that the Christian church deeply commemorates and 
remembers the sufferings of Jesus. Additional worship services take place 
(Thursday and Friday at 7 pm here at Aldersgate), and the fasting of Lent 
becomes more intense, not as a means to earn God’s approval and love, but 
as a way for us to open ourselves up more fully to the realities of God’s love 
and grace. 
     What do you think of when you hear the word passion?  Strong emotion?  
Deep commitment and love?  Reckless dedication?  Certainly the ancient 
Christians had these things in mind when they coined the phrase Passion 
Week.  I am sure they also had the original Latin, passio, in mind.  Passio 
means to endure suffering.  So taken together, Passion Week encompasses 
both the strong emotion and the suffering of Jesus.
     Paul writes in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in 
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Jesus took up his cross 
and suffered for the sake of the world so that God’s passionate love for us all 
would be demonstrated clearly.  
     As followers of Jesus, we are called to be like him, and that means we take 
up our cross with love and a willingness to suffer not just for suffering’s sake, 
but rather to draw hurting and broken people to the true reality of God’s 
love for them, which brings healing to the soul.   


